iS   THE PSYCHOLOGY AND TEACHING  OF READING
(i) Level of General Intelligence
General intelligence is that inborn, all-round mental
power which shows itself as an ability to sec relationships
between items of knowledge and then to apply these
relationships to new situations. Level of general intelligence
is one of the factors closely conditioning success in reading__
obviously more intimately connected with power of xinder-
standing accurately and quickly what is read than with the
level of word recognition.  And while reading comprehension
is to some extent dependent upon quick and accurate word
recognition,   both  are  examples   of  the   perception   an<T
application of relationships.   Thus the mental age of a-child
will be an important factor in determining, in some measure
the level and accuracy of his power of word recognition
and of comprehension, while his intelligence quotient will
indicate the speed of learning that can "be expected from*
him.    But the relationship between  reading ability and
degree of general intelligence is by no means absolute.
There are not a few intelligent children who fail to make
normal progress in reading,  and numerous examples of
rather dull pupils who can read quite fluently.3
All of these exceptions to the correlation between intelli-
gence and reading ability can be explained by footers (2),
(3) ^ (4) of the above classification. Nevertheless the
mental age and the intelligence quotient are guides of
considerable value to (a) the age at which formal reading
lessons should be started with children, (ft) the amount of
progress that should be expected from them, and (<?) the
nature of the reading 'material that should be used with
them. Mental age and intelligence quotient will be factors
of importance in determining reading readiness. In the
1 A striking example of this latter fact fe provided by one residential
school for mentally defective children where all pupils reach, before
leaving at the age of 16, a minimum reading age of n years. This
is achieved by the application of a scientifically planned reading
programme.                                                                           *